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[Music] and good morning once again everyone and welcome to background briefing the weekly program of 
news analysis interviews and conversation and commentary this is edmund haddad along with ian masters 
and we thank you for joining us and as ian said we urge you to support kpfk as the winter pledge drive 
continues today ian talks with the journalist from local television in san antonio texas whose question 
president bush refused to answer at the press conference that closed the drug summit last week the reporter 
was subsequently fired by his television station for being rude to the president then continuing on the theme 
of the drug summit and the drug epidemic a scourge to this country ian talks with a 25-year highly decorated 
veteran of the drug wars a former dea agent who ironically and tragically recently lost his son a 27 year old 
new york policeman who was murdered by a crack addict and my commentary deals with a form of graft 
when senior officials of a non-profit organization lose sight of the purposes of those institutions i call it 
disunited way paying the bill first an analysis of the news this sunday morning march 1 1992 major 
preparations are underway this week for the forthcoming earth summit or more formally the united nations 
conference on environment and development negotiators for more than 165 nations are now in new york to 
work on the conference which deals with the environment from pollution to population from oceans to the 
atmosphere when the conference is held in rio de janeiro in june as many as 100 heads of state may turn up 
to sign an array of agreements delineating the rights and obligations of governments and peoples to the 
environment with new treaties covering everything from climate change to biodiversity and it won't be easy 
meanwhile in los 
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and it won't be easy meanwhile in los angeles the curtain is about to go up on echo expo the constructive 
green business conference and trade show beginning next friday and continuing through the weekend echo 
expo is aimed at southern california business and local governments the idea to learn about such important 
environmental concerns as transportation recycling pollution control environmental design all the ways 
available to save money by saving energy water and fuel in the words of echo expo president mark merson 
the weekend is designed to help executives in business and government learn about the environment what 
they need to do and how to do it echo expo is also open to the public and it begins on friday at the los 
angeles convention center they charge a fee for admission if you're out of work and you're a nuclear scientist 
there's a job waiting for you in iraq saddam hussein has already recruited more than 50 nuclear scientists 
from the former soviet union each was offered a five-year contract at a salary of ten thousand dollars a 
month it's not known how many are actually planning the move to iraq voters in seven states head for the 
polls this week as the presidential campaign shifts into high gear the candidates spent last week personally 
attacking one another on the democratic side while president bush continues to face strong challenges from 
political neophyte pat buchanan now not only that the president had what might be called a less than 


satisfactory visit into los angeles with what was reported as a rocky visit to his former boss president reagan 
who is reported to have said that bush doesn't stand for anything on tuesday there will be primary voting in 
georgia maryland and colorado and caucuses or less formal voting contests in idaho minnesota and 
washington state buchanan may do better than expected in georgia ironically because the bush team 
successfully kept david duke off the ballot just guess who will get the duke vote jerry brown seems to have 
hit his stride according to reporters and is running strongly against competitors paul saugus 
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strongly against competitors paul saugus bill clinton and bob carey in colorado the sex thing has hit senator 
brock adams of washington state according to today's seattle times eight women have accused the veteran 
democrat of sexually harassing and molesting female associates and employees over the last 20 years 
based on a three and a half year investigation the seattle paper reports that adams he was secretary of 
transportation under president jimmy carter was originally accused in 1988 by a longtime family friend one 
kerry tupper of drugging and molesting her at his home the senator is up for re-election this fall and has 
accused the seattle times of conducting a witch hunt well if you challenge the powers that be you can really 
get burned both prime minister paul keating of australia and television reporter brian karam of san antonio 
texas found this out this is keating rubbed queen elizabeth the wrong way as did brian with king george bush 
that is in the case of the new aussie prime minister he's been called on the carpet for not showing the proper 
respect to the queen members of the british parliament called keating a buffoon and another idiot whose 
rudeness was explained because keating the brit said presides over a country of ex-cons referring to 
australia's settlement in the 19th century as a british penal colony the mess erupted a few days earlier during 
the queen's visit to australia where there's been lots of talk about breaking away and going independent in 
fact prime minister keating with the queen sitting right in front of him raised the possibility of australia's 
becoming a republic the pm also committed the cardinal sin of putting his arm around the queen's waist 
you're not supposed to touch the monarch and unlike nancy reagan who curtsied in deference to her majesty 
mrs keating refused to bow thus ruffling more feathers well they can't fire the pm but the conservative 
management of a san antonio texas television station kicked out brian karam a young reporter who asked a 
question that president bush 
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who asked a question that president bush didn't like at the just concluded drug summit brian was fired 
because he was rude and decided and decided the station and uh ian will have brian on in just a few minutes 
and finally with all their problems the british are taking in a new publicity push travel agents in london's 
piccadilly are showing ads hyping the new naturism movement urging those traditionally reserved britons to 
take off their clothes and experience the blue skies and sandy beaches for nudists in france naturism does 
not equal orgies the brits are being told we only swim play mini tennis and volleyball rhapsodized suzanne 
piper people are picking up our brochures by the droves the pr rep added you see naturists come from all 
walks of life they may be doctors lawyers or teachers even journalists maybe when you take your clothes off 
she said you get rid of your background and your hang-ups suddenly we're all the same it's just great well 
that's our analysis of the news i'm edmund haddad i'll return later with my commentary disunited way paying 
the bill time to bid good morning to ian masters hello ian hello edmund and i must say i do i always 
remember seeing nancy reagan curtsing to the to the queen and during her state visit and i thought you 
know she's obviously been to uh too many junior league functions she doesn't realize that there was a 
revolution in this country 200 years ago more to get rid of that kind of slavishness but it does appear to exist 
in the press and we'll discuss that later but that's let's now go to amsterdam i'm speaking with mike levine 
who was a 25 year old veteran in the war on drugs a soldier if you will in the war on drugs having been with 
the drug drug enforcement administration mike did you i take it you've even though you're in amsterdam 
holland you did were able to follow the uh the uh drug summit last week in san antonio texas and indeed uh i 
noticed you're on cnn as well 
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uh i noticed you're on cnn as well during the week commenting on it um what's your sense of of what was 
achieved well i i've taken part in so many of these you know backslapping victory proclamations uh it's an 
incredible an incredible incredible fraud uh and it's the drug war you might say is the longest running the 
performance of the emperor's new clothes i think in the history of the democracy you mean it what do you 
think it rivals how the pentagon got fat off the cold war well i think the drug war in uh in when when you start 
to measure it in deaths in the amount of money we've spent uh life sacrificed i think uh the the war on drugs 
it goes way beyond vietnam way beyond the cold war you know you take the last 10 years for instance we 
spent 113 billion dollars and for absolutely nothing absolutely nothing you the the so-called experts that are 
running this war on drugs can't show that one nickel of that 113 billion dollars has saved a single life uh i 
pointed that out two weeks ago in a new york times article and uh uh and oddly enough for the first time that i 
can remember started picking up uh the support of politicians the the brooklyn kings county district attorney 
now brooklyn has 2 million people and last year there was a death rate homicides of almost 900 and many of 
them were drug related and he came out publicly and said you have to listen uh this is the truth we've spent 
we've tossed that money into a black hole this overseas while we spend hundreds of billions of dollars 
overseas 
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overseas the american economy is in ruins and the drug-related violence is at an all-time high yet the facade 
of the drug war is continued and one of the means of continuing the show and convincing americans that 
there is a war on drugs are these periodic rallies where we pay the hotel bills and we pay the ways of uh 
these statesmen from drug producing countries and they all proclaim uh victory they all proclaim their 
support of us this is the first time one of them was honest by the way fujimori said hey you don't give me any 
more money you know goodbye in essence for these people colombia bolivia peru for them to say we're anti- 
drugs is to say we're anti-feeding our people because the drug consumption in the u.s feeds their people so 
the whole thing is bogus from beginning to end in well mike levine you spent when you're with the drug 
enforcement administration you spent quite a lot of time in panama and in peru did you not involve i spent i 
was stationed in south america living in south america for three and a half years and spent a decade working 
undercover primarily south american cases cases into the top of the drug world in south america and as i 
wrote in in my book deep cover those cases were all destroyed because they threatened the drug economy 
you know we have a huge vested interest in the continuance of a drug economy you have when i started out 
in the drug war business in 1965 the budget was tens of millions of dollars the latest budget is 13 billion and 
that's the federal budget and you have 54 federal agencies including the cia which can't make up its mind 
what side it's on in this drug war who all get taxpayer money to go to war against the drug war against drugs 
ostensibly 
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against drugs ostensibly these are huge bureaucracies that don't want to get smaller and now with the with 
the alleged communist threat disappearing you've got an increasing clamoring going on for the pentagon the 
army the navy or the cia to get more drug drug war money to get more active in this so-called war on drugs 
you have uh world banking you know the the drug economy in the world is is measured at uh up to half a 
trillion dollars if you talk to a banking expert they'll tell you this represents an enormous amount of income for 
banking particularly u.s banking in fact i did a mcneil air show a year and a half ago and pointed out that the 
drug the drug producing nations in south america owed u.s banking more than 40 billion dollars and they had 
nothing else but drugs to sell and senator john kerry who was on with me said and i'll paraphrase him yes 
that's true american banking is getting drug money and we have to address that we have to address it and 
we're not addressing it we're not even looking at it you have a huge vested interest in this treatment and 
rehabilitation programs that tell americans uh relapses are part of rehabilitation while they charge us six 
hundred to a thousand dollars a day for bed for drug abusers and if you've known as many drug abusers as i 
have by telling them they're going to relapse they won't disappoint you but what it represents is a huge 
growing vested interest a multi-billion dollar industry that does not want the drug economy to go away and 
they will lobby for it like any other industry you have the state department and the cia who recognize that 


tens of millions of people are eating because americans buy drugs and these are poor people these are not 
many gang cartels these are not the and fujimori in peru recognized it and he brought it to the headlines uh 
the fact of the matter is this drug 
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uh the fact of the matter is this drug money filters down into south america and feeds these very poor people 
and people in our own state department when they're honest will say we cannot win a war on drugs without 
replacing these people's crops their means of eating yet we can't pay for our own farmers uh in other words 
we're not fighting a drug war that will take food out of the mouths of these people there's a very definite 38th 
parallel like in vietnam in this war on drugs yet at the same time what they do is they tax us tens of billions of 
dollars a year to fight drugs when it doesn't even exist we're not the uh the drug war doesn't exist and what 
happened to me ian is that i have to have the experience of reaching uh undercover probes and working in 
undercover probes that actually threaten the drug economy to find out that in reality my own government as 
president bush paid manuel noriega from 1976 to 1979 as a cia asset while manuel noriega was a known 
drug facilitator my own government when people are quote unquote friends of our friends we give them a 
license to deal drugs once that realization was brought home to me as i showed in deep cover i had to look 
around and re-examine what i'd been doing for my entire life and what i found was astounding again that's 
why i say it's the longest running case of the emperor's new clothes you uh what what america is doing you 
have to visualize uh in an immense vacuum cleaner that's represents drug demand this huge sucking 
vacuum cleaner and all the sand in the world represents the drugs that our politicians say are bombarding us 
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our politicians say are bombarding us that our politicians blame our drug problems on and that's no 
hyperbole because you know drugs come from everywhere they come from all over south america mexico 
afghanistan those the wonderful wonderful mujahideen that the american taxpayers supported well they were 
among the biggest heroin and opium dealers in the world southeast asia europe we're bombarded and what 
we've done is we've turned this this immense vacuum cleaner of u.s drug demand loose on the beach 
sucking up sand spewing out hundreds of billions of dollars and instead of just unplugging the vacuum 
cleaner we're out there spending more hundreds of billions of dollars to stop the sand and arresting people 
who take clues take the money and that's an idiotic fool's mission and this summit was just another example 
of it the total fraud total uh total fraud on the american people and the the drug economy will continue you 
and in the next election you're going to have more summits and that's the way it goes in let me just remind 
the audience if i may that i'm speaking with michael levine who's a former agent of the drug enforcement 
administration and the author of deep cover who spent 25 years and as you mentioned in the dea and as you 
mentioned 10 of it in south america most of which were involved in the highly dangerous business of working 
undercover and just the other day at the end of this summit in san antonio the state department's drug czar if 
you will mr levitsky said that the united states consumes probably 70 percent of the cocaine and 10 percent 
of the heroin and opium used worldwide so i guess what you're saying uh mike is that this is not obviously it's 
not working you've made a very clear case there what would work i mean well i i wrote a book called fight 
back that's out a very short time now and the book was a result of me going around the country with deep 
cover 
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around the country with deep cover people saying what works and i had to look at cultures and communities 
that actually defeated drug abuse problems and it would and in every instance it was done by not going to 
war against drugs you have to examine what the very phrase war against drugs does to the does to 
americans ian if you say we're going to war against drugs drugs don't shoot drugs don't fight it's an inanimate 
object nancy reagan said say no to drugs the message to children was that drugs are evil when in fact by 
saying that what you're doing is you take you're removing uh the the onus of choice on americans who 
choose to buy drugs we think we're victims we think that it's not our fault it's manny noriega's fault as a 


matter of fact i i heard on a pardon the expression geraldo show a drug a drug abuse actually say it's manny 
noriega's fault that he's a drug user which is absurd but that's what we're doing that's that's what the the the 
message is to america and that message is transmitted by this overseas war against these dark foreigners 
it's their fault now what what that does is that adds fuel to the fire that ensures that the drug economy will 
continue now china for instance in 1949 had 70 million heroin addicts and 70 million heroin and opium 
addicts in less than three years they had absolutely none japan in 1963 had a similar per capita problem in 
less than two years they had no problem at all all their resources were focused on the user on demand there 
was no war against drugs there was no war against drug dealers you can the the proof of the futility of this 
war you just measure the prison populations uh eighty percent of the casual drug buyers are white people 
with jobs yet ninety percent of the people in jail for drug 
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percent of the people in jail for drug offenses are black because they're the dealers we're not unplugging the 
vacuum cleaner what we've got to do is attack the drug demand problem on two fronts the casual drug user 
and the hardcore drug user my own son two months ago was murdered by a a crack addict in new york with 
35 arrests and 27 convictions he he thanks to the propaganda with this war on drugs this this criminal 
running the streets with a gun in his hand one of tens of thousands is considered a victim and the average 
hardcore drug user in this country is arrested 20 times before he does a minute of jail time he commits half a 
million dollars a year in commercial crimes just to throw 100 to 200 000 a year into the drug economy and we 
don't touch him he is considered a victim he's turned loose the the casual user which is 80 to 90 percent of 
that market isn't touched at all that no pressure whatsoever is done in uh is exerted in stopping the casual 
drug user now what i pointed out and fight back is in every community where the people in the community or 
towns where the town decided to make their environment a hostile one not for drug dealers but for people 
who want to buy and use drugs their problems were quickly resolved as a nation we could do that easily but 
there's a huge vested interest in this continuing drug economy there's two what the american people don't 
understand is that quickly becoming a bigger enemy than the medellin cartel has ever been are the 
politicians that keep us at war against drugs now i'm happy to say that uh a town greenville mississippi uh 
has the police of the town of greenville have bought the book fight back and have decided to organize 
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fight back and have decided to organize their community and hopefully within six or seven months we'll be 
able to say we have a town with a population of 70 000 people that had a significant drug problem and we 
cured it and we're going to begin that as soon as i come back from from the netherlands and but by doing 
that what we'll be doing ian is telling the federal government you have lied to us for 25 years uh you had 
thousands have died you you've gone out and done things like uh operation just cause for the alleged arrest 
of a drug dealer and killed americans and innocent people and a fraudulent drug war you know the perfect 
example of what goes on in every street corner in this country is what happened with manny noriega you 
know it cost us 200 million dollars and hundreds of lives to arrest this so-called drug dealer who we've been 
protecting for two decades and look at panama now it's worse than it ever was and that it's that precise 
example as long as this supply side get the deal a war against drugs continues happens on every street 
corner happens on the local national and international level and that's why again this international drug 
conference is a total fraud for no purpose whatsoever and i as an american taxpayer i want to refund i want 
to find out who paid uh who paid these state leaders hotel bills well you are also just on the subject of 
manuel nariega two former heads of the drug enforcement administration john lorne who's now running the 
yankees new york yankees and peter bensinger have both been called as character witnesses for emmanuel 
neriega by the defense any more proof of what an incredible fraud this war on drugs is where emmanuel 
noriega who's on trial by the us calls the heads of dea as his character witness i mean how much do 
americans need before they really get up on their hind legs and fight back against this immense fraud and 
what's really startling you know i got i got here i got to uh the 
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i got i got here i got to uh the netherlands on wednesday and i turned on cnn and i saw myself for a moment 
criticizing the drug war and then somehow within hours my my segment was removed which doesn't surprise 
me i mean deep cover as a matter of fact uh was voted one of the 10 most censored books of last year by 
bill moyers and a university out there in california but later yesterday i heard that another reporter another 
journalist confronted the president bush with the same with the same type of information that he heard from 
frontline soldiers in the dea and other uh investigators in this so-called well on drugs that the thing is a fraud 
that it's a joke and i heard he was fired we actually have him on in a little while he'll be joining us in a little 
while mike well yeah again here we are uh the emperor's new clothes is the best analogy i can find i mean if 
you dare to say hey hey the emperor has nothing on you get fired you get censored you get kind of shoveled 
under a rug and we're living in a time when the american people have voted in polls to that they're willing to 
give up their rights under the constitution to to win a war on drugs that doesn't exist and uh i'm afraid i have 
to fight back against this and if if we lose any more rights under our constitution uh do we have any more 
journalists fired then someone like me will not be able to be on a radio show like yours and and that's all 
going to happen under the banner of war on drugs and it's got to be stopped well finally mike levine you 
mentioned uh that we treat the the for example of the crack addict who who killed your son who 
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crack addict who who killed your son who was 27 years old a sergeant in the new york police department 
with 35 prior arrests 27 convictions including one for assaulting a police officer when you say that we treat 
them like victims i take it what you're saying is that there has to be some treatment in terms of this is a 
disease as well is it yeah if you you can't say it's a disease because uh it's a disease in the sense that it's a 
disease that's self-inflicted at some point uh children young men adults uh whoever whoever decides to take 
cocaine whoever decides to take heroin whoever decides to experiment with crap knows full well what 
they're getting into if they then become diseased they did it willingly what happens though is look my own 
brother was a heroin addict for 19 years and he eventually committed suicide and we treated him like a 
victim we didn't think he belonged in jail in spite of the fact that a part of the psyche of being a drug user is to 
turn on everyone else i mean if you take a child you know during the reagan administration they did a a study 
and they found that virtually 100 of a child's first drug experience comes from another drug user his friend is 
his little school pal not from a drug dealer and drugs don't attack the child yet we teach our kids say no to 
drugs we're we're disarming them we're not arming them they're not the whole thing is being treated in such 
a duplicitous way that even the the children are given mixed messages so you're arguing for education one 
core drug user has shown himself to be incapable of getting off drugs by means of treatment on demand now 
we can do one or two things with them they if they commit crimes they belong in jail yet our judges see well 
who our judges seem to be under the philosophy that uh this is a poor victim you know it's 
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uh this is a poor victim you know it's really manuel noriega's fault that these people are out there let's get the 
dealers and let's just uh slap these people on the wrist when the fact of the matter is that the hardcore drug 
user is out there killing people and the murder rates are up all over our country five weeks after my my boy 
was murdered another policeman elio serrano was murdered by two crowd crack addicts uh in between 
about a dozen citizens in just new york alone were murdered by drug addicts who each of whom had 
extensive arrest records but they were considered victims and we are the streets of all our cities are loaded 
with these quote-unquote victims running around with guns who have turned loose continuously because of 
this whole philosophy of it's the drug dealer's fault and our populations are paying in blood you know during 
the vietnam war we lost 46 000 men in vietnam but on the streets during those same years on the streets of 
the united states there were 80 000 homicides and many of them were drug related and those statistics are 
now much much higher so what's the answer in china and japan what they did was they gave them 
mandatory treatment if you're a hardcore drug user you were ordered into hospitals you were put there and 
you can we can do something like this in america we don't have to change a comma in the constitution 
there's something like two million felony arrests a year of people who show indications of hardcore drug use 
you immediately give them a choice we you say we know that you're committing crimes because you're 


dependent on drugs and we know that most of you cannot get off drugs uh you we what we will do is allow 
you to volunteer for a lifetime rehabilitation that is we'll put you in a hospital we'll teach you anything you 
want from basket weaving to computers we will then loose you on the street in an x period of time and test 
you frequently and if we find you on drugs you're off the street again for four or five months 
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the street again for four or five months in essence we'll be taking people each of whom commit up to a 
million dollars a year in commercial crimes off the street you'll be taking hundreds of thousands of dollars for 
each one you take off the street out of the drug economy you know the 200 million we spent on noriega didn't 
take one cent out of the drug economy but if you were if you put one hardcore drug dealer in a in a program 
where he has no choice but to be off the street not committing crimes you're taking a you're taking money out 
of the drug economy and you're lessening the crime rate no matter how you look at it it pays in china and 
japan it paid beautifully in that within less than three years both cultures had no drug problem we've got to 
start thinking in those terms this overseas supply side get the dealer war against drugs has been a total 
disastrous failure for two and a half decades and that's why i wrote the fight back and this too is a book that 
the government does not want to see that people don't want to look at it our elected officials don't want 
people to see it because to see the sense in a book like fight back is to realize at the same time how terribly 
we have been defrauded for two and a half decades ian well mike levine i thank you very very much for 
joining us in los angeles i must say i personally wonder i had my eight-year-old daughter when she grows up 
you know you say that the school kids expose her her own school kids will be exposing it to it and just so you 
know it's not an adequate argument but they know if anything i believe and again in fight back i tell the story 
of my both my son and daughter my daughter who was a hardcore cocaine addict who we got off drugs by 
refusing to treat her as a as a victim whereas we we treated my my poor brother as a victim for 19 years and 
he went through six programs and added to that drug economy of the treatment and rehabilitation 
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of the treatment and rehabilitation programs and eventually committed suicide and the the the idea is that 
there is a an inertia created by a war on drugs that increases our drug economy it's so incredibly fraudulent 
kids see it the the you know one of the examples i give in the book was this principal in new jersey who 
recognized joe clark i think his name is who had a school that was one of the worst drug disasters in in our 
country and he turned it around within one year and made it into an educational marvel by recognizing the 
fact that he had to protect the kids who didn't use drugs from kids who did use drugs and if you put a kid into 
a school who uses drugs and he's surrounded by five who don't the odds are within days or months two 
more will three more will it never never works the other way because a very uh integral part of being a 
druggie or a hardcore drug abuser is the turning on of others no one denies that you it's every psychologist 
will tell you that they have that compulsion to turn more and more people on so the object is in a school 
especially at the uh at an age when children are susceptible to peer pressure is we have that's when we 
have to protect them not not send them more idiotic messages like say no to drugs it's absurd well mike i 
thank you very very much for joining us in los angeles and for telling us about your your work and uh and 
your your personal tragedy which is just so bitterly ironic it's really sickening and uh i thank you very much for 
for for joining us thank you for having me on ian okay you too bye-bye and good morning i'm ian masters and 
i was just speaking there with michael levine who's a 25 year old highly decorated 
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decorated veteran in the war on drugs he was with the drug enforcement administration and he's the author 
of fight back and deep cover having spent most of his time operating in central and south america 

undercover which but you can tell that he is no fan of the way that the war is being waged and i'm speaking 
with brian carum who up until a couple of days ago was a tv reporter with kmol in san antonio texas and you 
were you were at the uh the closing press conference to the drug summit hosted by president bush with six 
latin american leaders present there brian can you describe the circumstances that led to the problems that 


you now find yourself in well i was in the middle of a press conference i raised my hand uh george bush uh 
signaled for me to stand up i stood up he said you have a question for the uh any of the other four presidents 
i said no mr president actually i have a question for you and he said no you don't understand i'm not gonna 
field any more questions he asked me to sit down and persisted to ask my question he told me i could ask 
my question if i asked it to another president so i said sure i'll ask it to another president but i would like for 
you to answer it as well and i asked it to the president of mexico and the question simply was that i had spent 
some time with some narcotics agents over the last few days as they made busts they say they're tired they 
say they don't believe the war on drugs is winnable they think that the summit is a joke and i think the 
president's meeting here is a joke what do you say to your troops in the field the guys who are on the front 
lines what do you tell them to build their morale and let them know this is no joke and and that question was 
addressed to carlos salinas right yeah he actually answered fairly well but uh george bush refused to answer 
it in fact i think i saw the clip and george bush says we're not used to this kind of thing yeah i guess he's not 
used to reporters asking questions and in my world when you call a press conference you better be willing 
and able to answer some questions otherwise don't call a press conference well i wonder though why this 
this 
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well i wonder though why this this exists i mean why is it that you are being penalized for doing your job 
because you have just paraphrased the question you asked it's an extremely relevant question now that the 
cold war is over i think it's quite clear that the greatest threat to this country's national security if you will is 
the fact that every city of this country has been invaded by crack cocaine and drug dealers and it's eating 
away at the at the fabric of of the american way of life and and and making the american dream uh look like 
a nightmare in many cases so why what was wrong with your question i mean that just puzzles me well what 
was wrong with my question is i didn't about a white house protocol and and angered some of the members 
of the washington press corps i understand and angered the president and you know that's too bad i'm not 
out here to win a popularity contest i'm out here to get answers and i spend my i've covered crime in san 
antonio for four years i've probably spent more time with local narcotics agents than any other local reporter i 
i'm out there i i've i've lived in the projects for for a week to do a series i've spent time with the with the 
disaffected i've spent time with the drug dealers and it's if i i think there has to be a real hard question asked 
the president i think we got to look at this problem very seriously and i don't think we are i think we're we're 
dedicated to uh great pr and nothing else now what just tell me about white house protocol and why it is that 
the the traveling white house press corps would have taken exception to what you did because i've seen 
press conferences particularly during ronald reagan's tenure where the press were just bantering him what 
happened to that that's what i'd like to know i mean i know sam donaldson used to do it but i mean you know 
as you were saying earlier brett hume plays you know tennis with the president i mean everybody wants to 
be his friend and they don't want to cover him and you know i'm not there to be his friend he's the president 
of the united states he's not king george he's 
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states he's not king george he's president george he deserves the same respect that i give my mayor he's an 
elected official he gets his money from my taxes so he has to be accountable to us and i you know i respect 
the man for doing the job that he does but you know he's responsible to us i'm not responsible to him and 
this protocol business of you know only two questions for each president is just malarkey he said it was a 
press conference and and like i said in my world that means you've got to answer questions um so so was it 
was it was it advantageous want to spell out the i mean what i just try to think if there's any infraction that you 
broke because you know the idea that you got fired for doing your job really is is pretty disgraceful and i'm 
trying to figure out whether you broke any agreements you you violated any understandings well i i mean as 
far as i know i didn't i i simply asked the president of the united states a question if i had broken protocol he 
had already broken protocol because he had already taken 10 questions from foreign journalists i was only 
the second american reporter to ask him a question about the drug summit the first reporter to ask him a 
question was an ap reporter who asked him a question about the south dakota primaries in the budget and 


so i mean i i think it's i think it's you know since he had already fielded 10 questions he had already himself 
broken his own protocol so he signaled to me he asked he pointed me out in the crowd i asked him the 
question uh he should have answered it well you know brian it's it's it i just uh tell you a little story when i 
called uh when you were on cnn and they ran the clip yeah in total and then they had your response i 
immediately called uh um san antonio information to get your number and i would i the operator said you 
don't mean brian carram the the the television reporter do you and i said yeah and she said oh he's a great 
reporter he he was jailed for a couple of weeks 


00:40:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=bwtLUbk-M-Y &t=2400s 





he was jailed for a couple of weeks there because he wouldn't give up his sources and he's done these great 
stories on on on kids and drugs in the community and i said well you know he's just got fired and she was 
outraged so you've got a fan at att there i mean that's an unsolicited opinion so let me ask you about what 
the local reaction to your being fired is well um i've got a lot of supporters in the press my my former 
employer is not among them and ii i have heard from some very uh vocal republicans that i should have 
been fired for being so rude to the president so i mean it's a it's a hornet's nest down here but there seems to 
be some support for it so i take solace in that well i called your former employer to get your phone number 
and which they didn't give but they said that you had resigned yeah i know that's pretty funny like i'm going to 
resign with a mortgage a child a child on the way and six puppies yeah and today they're now saying that i 
was fired but for varied and other reasons um just not just the question that i asked so i guess they've they've 
changed their story i guess they're up it's called spin control in the white house and it's called damage control 
in the corporate level so i guess that's what they're exercising right now but my news director called me up at 
12 20 on friday and told me not to come into work took me out for a walk around my neighborhood and told 
me i was fired and said i had been too persistent and a little too rude and asking the president a question 
and and now that the station is saying that you have uh you there are other infractions have have have there 
been any other no as a matter of fact i've got a letter from my managing editor that says i've been making 
great progress and that i've been been a good team player and getting along with all the members of the 
staff i won the 1991 uh freedom of the press award from the national press club the texas association of 
broadcasters gave me their parringer award for valor 
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gave me their parringer award for valor and journalism the station spent a hundred thousand dollars uh 
backing up my rights of free speech when i refused to disclose a source in 1989 and 1990 that i spent two 
weeks in jail for i covered the persian gulf war for that station they sent me to saudi arabia i was one of the 
first journalists inside kuwait city i'd like to Know what i've done wrong well you know i called the local paper 
the san antonio light and i talked to the reporters there that we're covering uh just to get some background 
and uh i'd also checked into the ownership of of the station that fired you it's it's uh united television and uh 
it's holding companies in salt lake city utah where its flagship station is yes and the uh reporter on the san 
antonio lights suggested that they had also looked into it and there's they felt that that the uh this the 
conservative republicans that own this the the network in in utah and salt lake city had in fact gotten a call 
from the white house and that's how they acted so quickly to to can you do you know whether there's 
anything to that well i heard from i wouldn't doubt it marlon fitzwater when asked about my firing had no 
comment he didn't say brian who he didn't walk away and say never heard of the man he just said no 
comment i think that's pretty telling in and of itself but um i do know that uh from people who work at uh 
channel four that uh that they got a couple of calls from from people outside the station presumably from the 
corporate people and then our station manager took our news director out and had a talk with him and that's 
when ron called me was after that well it's just extraordinary though that that where does where do you think 
this excessive politeness in the press comes from in terms of covering uh political leaders i mean there's a 
there was a dernsbury strip the other day making fun of david brinkling the entire 
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making fun of david brinkling the entire strip was thank you very much for being there i know you've braved 
the cold weather to come in we're a very busy schedule we really appreciate the time you're giving us and so 
and so and so so these kind of love fest that go on with public officials i worked in in europe and in england 
and other countries and politicians in fact if anything they're treated with more disrespect than than garbage 
collectors you know so a garbage collector does an honest job i mean i've got i've got an uncle who's a state 
senator and one time this my father sells cars for a living at one time this woman asked me while we were 
covering her trial she knew my uncle she said let me get this straight your uncle is a state senator and i said 
yes and she goes you're a reporter and i go yes and what's your father do i said he sells cars for a living and 
she goes jesus can anybody in your family get an honest job so i mean you know maybe that there's 
something to that but i mean politicians deserve respect for for holding public office but they do not deserve 
to be treated with with the reverence one reserves for royalty i i think that it comes from the fact that 
reporters want so much to be friends with the people that they cover i think they want so much to be buddies 
because they think that will get them information that i think they're fooling themselves politicians are only 
going to give you the information they want you to have they're not going to give up anything because you're 
a buddy they remember the whole time that you're a member of the press they want positive pr so by by 
snookering up to to presidents and and other elected officials i think all we do is uh is is ruin ourselves as 
journalists i don't think it helps out our our cause very much well finally brian karam uh i i'm you've made me 
worried about you now with your mortgage and your kids and the dogs and the puppies what uh what do you 
think's gonna happen you've got have you got any offers and uh no i haven't i've i talked to my agent on 
friday when this happened and he's going to put out some tapes and of course if there's anyone out there 
who you know also listed that if there's anybody out there who wants to hire a reporter i'm definitely available 
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reporter i'm definitely available so i mean my options are wide open right now i'm just uh you know i hope i'm 
able to find something well it sounds to me like you're indirectly a victim of pat buchanan he's got president 
bush so rattled that he's he's taking it out on you because uh i saw it and he was he was so testy and and uh 
he he does have a patronizing attitude uh and i think that's towards the press and that's you know but i think 
the press have earned that frankly well yeah i agree with you i think the white house press corps i would 
agree with what my own news director said he said that the white house press score is a bunch of a fetus 
snobs and i would have to think that for the most part by and large they are i don't think you earn points by 
cow towing to the president i know some of the members of the washington press corps got angry with me 
what for because i asked a question i mean it was a valid question i mean there is a big problem in this 
country with drugs there are people who because of the economy have no way else to make money i i think 
it's just silly that that you know we sit there and afraid to ask the hard questions and we'll take whatever path 
that's thrown our way it was a dog and pony show i didn't wag my tail well i thank you very much for for 
joining us this morning in los angeles brian karum thank you thank you bye-bye and all the best too oh thank 
you okay bye and good morning again i'm ian masters i was just speaking then with brian karam who was a 
reporter with the km kmol tv in san antonio texas which is owned by a holding company in salt lake city utah 
apparently a very conservative management and they fired this reporter for asking president bush a question 
about the war on drugs from the point of view of the soldiers in the trenches as he said who are fighting the 
war on drugs and how does he address the morale of these soldiers who feel that these big dog and pony 
show summit events don't don't even begin to address the real problems i think he was probably 
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problems i think he was probably it's a case of shooting the messenger with the right message and and here 
with his commentary this united way paying the bill here again my colleague in manhattan thanks ian and 
first and for the listeners to call kpfk five and subscribe three five and the eight one eight you can see by the 
interview that ian just had uh the importance of bringing the point this kind of point of view and this is my 
experience that brian the brian karam's of the world are going to find good jobs in the field that they choose 
in in journalism i mean they're not going to fire us around here if we say so i don't know i don't know but let's 
look at this united way well until he got kicked out last week william arrimoni enjoyed a great life as president 


of united way of america in the job for over 20 years mr arimone presided over a prestigious national 
organization boasting 2100 chapters whose members contribute well over 3 billion dollars a year people and 
businesses all across the land cough up everything from a few badly needed bucks to literally millions the 
funds or at least a good part of them then go to worthwhile charities that benefit people the sick children old 
folks just about anyone in need although he was forced out united way across the country is shaking in its 
collective boots that people are now going to stop giving to the giant charity when what ceremony did begins 
to sink in no the ex-prez didn't steal from the till nor did he get too close to the girls back at the coffee 
machine and he didn't even bribe anyone nothing like that ceremony bit the dust because he lost sight of 
who he was why he was originally hired and also because he succumbed to that grievous ailment that has so 
cursed our country these past dozen years pure and simple greed his salary to begin with while working for a 
not-for-profit charity was an astronomical 463 thousand dollars a year well maybe he thought he was 
president of the world he also provided himself with a posh 
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he also provided himself with a posh apartment in new york city to conduct business he said he also set 
himself up in nice digs in florida with united way of course footing the considerable bill of course he 
maintained his own home a nice place in suburban washington dc true he holds an important position so 
important he thought i'll need a chauffeured limousine to get me from my appointment to appointments and 
admittedly like most of us he loved to fly first class charging the tickets of course to united way everything 
began to as they say in the vernacular hit the fan when he started using the sleek concorde over the atlantic 
current round-trip fair aboard concord from washington's dulles international airport to london's heathrow is 7 
426 well nobody's saying that this guy has to sign a benedictine vow of poverty simply because he chooses 
to work for a non-profit organization but when you had an outfit where people regularly pledge say five or 
more percent of their annual twenty five thousand dollar a year salary to charity then you can see that what 
bill erimony was doing at least until a few days ago was obscene actually this kind of spending is the order of 
the day for senior executives at many corporations the difference is that they are for-profit enterprises they're 
not charities you can argue about how much money corporations waste and they waste plenty but it's still 
their business if they elect to use the gulf stream four to head up the snake river for some salmon fishing to 
entertain equally well-heeled clients well while it's difficult to put a figure on an appropriate salary for 
someone heading a national non-profit depending on the individual annual budget it would seem that 
compensation in the neighborhood of a hundred thousand a year plus medical and retirement would be 
appropriate also included would be a modest expense account which would cover travel and business meal 
costs and as delightful as first class flying is it's a no-no because of the exorbitant fares however if the job 
does require frequent trips there's nothing wrong with flying business class especially if the executive is over 
six feet tall 
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executive is over six feet tall the way coaches configure these deregulated days you can often hear flight 
attendants muttered daisy how about some help back here in the cattle car well if you're tall coach trips can 
be excruciatingly uncomfortable while it doesn't excuse his behavior it's easy to see how bill arrimone got 
into trouble after you're in a job like that for a while if you're not careful you begin to identify too closely with 
your board of directors the overwhelming majority of whom are extremely affluent people for example 
ariemoni's former boss is john acres who volunteers his time as chairman of united way when he wasn't at 
his regular job as chairman of ibm in the course of your work you might need to use their limos one of their 
corporate jets or even be invited to their private social events when it gets a little dicey is when you begin to 
authorize these perks for yourself set yourself up in your own little fiefdom this becomes particularly onerous 
if the non-profit happens to be a charity like united way it also fits in with other forms of public service 
particularly putrid was the los angeles county board of supervisors action last week voting themselves a 19 
raise in their already generous retirement benefits several will get well over a hundred thousand a year to 
help them get through their golden age and all this gives an entire new meaning to the phrase the golden 
rule i tried to work it around a bit and came out with he who has the gold rules or perhaps their rules financed 


by our gold well george bush and is forever complaining about the gloom and doomers in the media when 
you learn about people like william marimony and those other kinds at the public trough what are you 
supposed to do stand up and cheer this is edmund haddad with a commentary on the news and as you know 
you've been listening to background briefing broadcast weekly on kpfk radio here in los angeles in addition to 
our every sunday slot at 11 a.m the program is rebroadcast monday mornings from 7 30 until 8 30 our thanks 
to echoing alan 
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30 until 8 30 our thanks to echoing alan fong to bruce yale for engineering and production tapes of the 
program are available through pacifica archives at 818 818-506-1077 and please ask for pamela burton 
again ian masters and i encourage all of you and the extended kpfk family to support the station particularly 
in the current fund drive he and i are delighted to be with you and to be able to explore the myriad issues of 
the day i hope that you'll agree these merits your financial support i'm edmund haddad we look forward to 
being with you again next sunday and wish each of you a good week [Music] you 


END 


